Closing Speech for Defence.
Sir H. Curtis Bennett
suggesting that it was not her will and her signature) if it is her
will she knew of the will she was making, did she not 1 And where
does the point of the Attorney-General go to, that he was in such a
hurry to get it signed that he did not get "both the witnesses to-
gether—that they were in a hurry on the 8th July, and the evi-
dence is that it was signed when they were in the room together,
and that Mrs. Armstrong signed it, putting her hand on the
paper, and Mrs. Armstrong said, ec There is Lily Candy, she can
come and sign it too," That was set up before you for the want
of a better motive. I do not want to use any extravagant terms
about such a motive. What do you think of it? It is this, that
there was some motive, and that Major Armstrong wanted to get
rid of his wife, and that the motive was shown partially in the
production of that will, a will made and duly signed by her
at that time (and they say she was perfectly sensible), and that it
was signed by Miss Pearce, Major Armstrong and Mrs, Armstrong
being both present; and remember the will was made by Mrs.
Armstrong, who had told her sister in October, 1919—eight months
before—* * I am thinking of altering my will, because I have not left
my husband enough/' and yet that is put up as some sort of motive,
because, of course, the prosecution realise perfectly well that
they are not going to present a case to twelve men of the world
and say, " Here is a man who murdered his wife/' unless they
can show some motive. I leave the motive for you to deal with.
The second part of the motive is, in my submission to you,
more ridiculous than the first, and it is all founded on an entry
in a diary—an entry " ask," and then two initials. Of course, I
do not pretend to have experience in these matters, but if any man
has ever to make a note in his diary of something he would not
wish to forget, he would not want to make a note that he was
going to propose to some young lady. That is the suggestion in
this case, that he made that note, although he had made up his1
mind to propose to a young lady, lest he should forget it; and to
show how ridiculous is the suggestion, they say that shows he
wanted to propose marriage to that lady; and, forsooth, lest he
should forget it, he wrote it down. And what do the defence say
about it? The reason given by Major Armstrong is that he was
very worried as to who was to come and keep house lor him when
Miss Pearce went away, and that with that highly respectable lady
(you saw her in the witness-bos, and there is no suggestion of her
being a flighty girl) he entered into correspondence. She is a
highly respectable lady of middle age who came here into the
witness-bos. She was a friend of the family, and Major Arm-
strong says, and I suggest it is reasonable—" Being worried about
who I was to get to come and keep house for a certain period of
time, I made a note to bring it to my mind that the first time
I saw that lady I should ask for her advice upon it." That is
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